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55 WHEREIN 
Is clearly 


demonſtrated their (ak 
ſions, and the Falacies of their 
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. Jous / 
i — — before the Honourable 


the Exciſe, 
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The Procgcdin 7 and their. ſeverall 
hing pre judiciall to the 


; — Exaiſefirther be! further added,no 


no man oppreſſed, but that man ma 
make whar be can, fo he pay hi due ; 


IN WHICH, | : 
Such care mera, cn 45 may rend ro the benefit 4 
the Common- „ © 9% ay profit of 
trade ofthe Sope-maker of 
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By him that is a lever of honeſty, and a Well-willer 
4 to that Trade. 
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An Anſwer to the Sope.ma- 
| kers Complaint, &c, 


= His morning I being abroad about my affaires 
; I met with a ſcandalous Pamphlet, entituled 
* ＋ W before; and finding therein ſeverall things 
2 boy reflecting upon the Honor of the Parliament, 
28 01 & the Committee for regulating theExciſe,as 
ety alſo ſome aſperſions —— s, caſt upon 
particular men; Iſhewed it to ſome eminent perſons,more ho- 
norable in place, and able in judgment, than any ſubſcriber , 
who quickly perceived by the Language, who was the Author, 
| and deſired me to give an anſwer to what was materiall. 
And now to his firſt objection againſt me, wherein he de- 
clares, | 

It is an caſte matter to raiſe money by way of Exciſe, but 
the difficulty is to doe it juſtly. 

To which I reply, if it be juſt in the Parliament of England 
which is the Supreme Authority of this Commen-wealth, to 
impoſe a legall tax by way of Subſidy, Fifteens, Cuſtome and 
Exciſe, or otherwiſe, (which is undeniable, except you will 
argue againſt } a par. whether thoſe men the Parliament 
ſhall imploy duely and without partiality, to collect and ga- 
| ther that Impoſition ſo put, without breach, or altering any 

of their Ordinances or Acts in that kind provided; whether in 
juſtice, theſe men are guilty of the oppreſſion and ruine of 
thoſe people, upon whom it is impoſed, for their due execu- 

rion 43 act, I leave to the impartiall Reader to judge. 
But here is Ag in Herba, fe firſt would Jop the - 
ches, and then ped tente root and branch, firſt take away the 

ColleRors, then the Aſſeſſors. 
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It is my maxiome and principle, which I have ever obſer⸗ 


ved, not to queſtion the power of Parliament, that bel 
not to me, but allwaies to ſubmit to that power which fowl 
protects me from ſuch turbulent ſpirits. 

Next be faith, it's true the King made the Sope-makers pay 
above 30000 li. a = 

I ay it's falſe, the King made them not, for they bought 
the Patent of the former Patentees,the white Sopemakers,and 
for it gave 40000 |. that they might become immediate Far- 
mers to the King. | 

Next he ſaith , And there is no doubt, but the ſame princi- 
ple he went upon, ſuch men as the propoſers are. 

To which I reply, tis true he went _ the ſame principle 
of ſuch men as you the Ob jectors are, which were pris per- 
ſonis, reall actors in that buſineſſe. 

And next with him I joyne, that I hope our eyes ſhall never 
ſee that deſtruction and ruine of the Parliament, as we have 
uron the King, &c. And further I hope God will defend them 
from the calumnious pens, and — of ſuch men, as not 
many moneths agoe would have rendered them odious to the 
people, and at that time have ſubjugated them ( if poſſible 
thoſe deſigns had come to paſſe) to the inſolent power of a 
confuſed multitude, but God blaſted their wicked and ſhirk- 
ing ways, for all which their wicked practices, we need no o- 
ther proſpeRive glaſſe, then their own Books, which had the 
been owned, the Author had ere this received his moſt ruſt 
demerit. 

And for our Propoſals, ſtile them what you will, your 
tongue nor pen is no ſlander, but this I may ſay for them, that 
they received a fairer Character then your large paper, and 
more reality and truth appeared in them as by the honorable 
Committee did appear, when ſeverall heads of your long 
ſpeech (to be modeſt with you) did not appear truth. 


Example, you did declare, chat the Exciſe of the 1 X 


had for the time paſt, did for the 8 and would for the 

| r t of the | 
then the manufactory, this being the main pillar upo which 
you had builded your long work, or Baſis, hap to be rot- 
ten, and by the Committee proved to your face contrary, for 
the fore-paſt time, & ſuch like ſolid reaſons given, that it was 
likelyto be leſs for the fi ture,as(put yqu altogether)you can 
never give 2 true anſwer to the contrary, and this was but by 
inconſiderable ſumme, a matter of goool. theſe acts ſpeak you 
what you are, I paſſe on to enquire, how the due execution 
of a legall power of 7. years eſtabliſhment, ſnould all of a ſud- 
den put the people to ſhake off their Governors and Govern- 
ment, and truly this I cannot finde, except it be by ſuch as have 
your ſpirit, which are never contented with any thing, wit- 
neſſe your many changings from ane party to another, in both 
Parliament and Army. 

And how any of our Propoſals, look with a ſpecies to ſet 
the Prince upon his Fathers Throne, I know not. 

But here you appear like your ſelfe, a Firebrand in the 
Commonwealth, If you be the man (to conclude in your 
hraſe) whoſ@name I have ſeen ſubſcribed to many a ſcurril- 
— pamphlet; and ſo much for your firſt Propoſition. 

And as for your ſecond, wherein you deſire to know, how 
the worke muſt be done, if it be not in the road the King 
troad in? Alas good Man, you muſt be better practiſed in 
in your trade, your partners may do well to inſtruct you, 
you are an ingenious Pupill, and would learne quickly; cer- 
tainely the way is honeſt, or elſe you had knowne it; ſome 
of your partners knew the Kings pathes to a haire , and have 
walked therein yeare after yeare ; and if a man would fol- 
low a preſident to do evill, and anſwer your own words, to 
deſtroy Houſes and Goods, and to ruine the Poore, he 
muſt tread in thoſe ſteps your Brethren have done, which 
how dangerous and clamorous that hath been, I leave to be 
determined by thoſe that in a ſhort time will take it into con- 
fideration, which are much wiſer , and are in greater power 
then You or 1. 

Then 


* 


ben next you admit that atior 
City and Countrey to make Soap; it is impol ble for thoſe 


4 Toleration be given to all ig 


that have fixed houſes to pay Exciſe exactly and not break, as 
the Propoſers have done, ſay you. 

To which I anſwer ; leave ſhall be given to all in City and 
Countrey to make Soap, no reſtraint trom any, no not from 
ſo very a —as your werſhip, but make till you break, which 
would not have been very long, if thoſe you moſt calumni- 
ouſly have abuſed, had not proved your beſt friends; and 
therefore hereafter pray for my Lord Generall CROM- 
WELL. 

And for the fixed houſes in Lenden, 1know no * why 
their owners ſhould not joyn with me which really endeavour 
the reſtauratiou of the Trade to London, by a due and exat 
execution of the Acts of Partiament , without either addition 
of Exciſe , or further penalty then is already preſcribed ; fo 
that every one may pay exactly and not break no more then 
I: which I do abhorre from your calumnious pen, and dares 
to tell it to you, that you unjuſtly ſlander me, as hereafter 
may to your coſt appear; but you have abuſed far better men 
then my elf, God forgive you for both, and for the future 
I reſolve to follow the example of that honourable perſon 
forenamed , to reward you good for your evil, if it ever be 
in my power. | 

But now to your hundred of pans ſo lately ſet up, though 
[ beleeve not one half, yet ſome more may be then 1 imagine, 
becauſe divers of your moſt eminent Subſcribers have of late 
ſet up juſt ſuch as you ſpeak of, and I do verily beleeve to the 
ſame purpoſe, that they might pay the leſſe Exciſe ; but for 
any power to break open dores, or oppreſſe the poor, I de- 
clare it to all the world, I had rather fuffer then do injury to 
another, neither was it ever my practice, or ever ſhall be to 
run any deſperate courſe, or cauſe others ſo to doe in theſe 
troubleſome times, (to anſwer your words verbatim) which 
may prove of dangerous conſequence to the State, forſo 1 
might come like you to render my ſelf capable of a hanging: 

ers 


ut to proceed ; next you arc informed that the Propo 
0 are 


- 


\ » are Soap-makers, (I i and yet upon this bare report 
75 


our ſlanderous pen render them broke, and preſently 
ollowing, you ſay not worth two groats ; I do beleeve you, 
and your Partners could wiſh it ſo, but God forgive you, I 
ſhall not much trouble my pen to vindicate my ſelf in a thing 
ſo well knowa to the contrary , yet let me tell you if ſuch de- 
ſperate affirmations upon ſo falſe informations, and ſuch 
raſh cenſures be the Levellers Tenents , into their Congre- 
tion let not my ſoul come; and yet as it you would fill tull 
the meaſure of your abominations, dares without knowledge 
of the parties paſſe your*cenſure of Gods judgements upon 
them ; but if all were true you bad ſpoke of us, I would ſay 
with the Prophet Micah, Kegoyce not againſt me, O my Eu 
wy, for though I fall, I (hall riſe again. 

Next you affirm your confidence is, we will not ſtand to 
it, nor can give ſecurity for our performance of it. 

To both which I ſay thus; in that we would not ſtand to it, 
your eyes and ears were ſorrowfull witneſſes that your confi- 
dence has deceived you, and that to } + face before a judi- 
cious and hoggurable Committee; and for our ſecurity, Ic an 
if there were any neceſlity for it, bring more honeſt, 1: ſſe 
turbulent, more able, leſſe inſolent men then your (elf, to be 
reſponlidſe ſecurity for the true perform ance of whatwe pro - 
pole, and ſo much for your ſecond. 

Now for the third, which you ſay to your underſtandi 
runs thus; indeed I imagine your wits are but weak, — 
ſometimes may run a wooll- gathering, but 1 hope we ſhall 
not walk in any crooked & rigorous ways, for that would not 
agree with my Motto, which is te walk, in the light purely and 
ſh: and fo thereby we ſhall be able to give a better anſwer 
to the State, then all your following lines but the laſt, ſets 
forth; not one of which is worth the anſwering : but in a 
word, we will double the Exciſe with leſſe charge then for- 
merly , yea, or the breach or altering any Ordinance or A& 
of Parliament in that kind provided , no nor offer injury in 

the leaſt to any man, if the State ſhall think us worthy the em- 
ployment}; and I am confident nothing troubles neither you 


or 


3 A ORE 
"of your Partners more, then the fear of the em 
able men in that buſineſſe; for ſer a Thief to catchra Thief, is 
ſometimes State-policy., Sir, and for the information you 
give of the Bobber at Zow, I am norſenſidle that of late you 
have don the State any greater ſervice: but catch him nappin 
and take half for your pains; then I undeniably — 
with you, as you of us, chat neither you nor we, will or can 
work for nothing. 
And one thing let me tell you by the way, I believe you have 
not got much by bobbing. ; 

Well, but here I mult reſolve a riddle, as it ſeems to mee, 
you tell them of our great houſes, and a great Trade, 100 that 
we may prove the great ones we tall of to devour the little 
one; what a great Trade, and great houſe, and yet not worth 
two groats? heres a myſtery to me, and broke too; well I paſſe 
it by for preſent, but if I knew but at this day what you were 
worth, which for any thing I know may not be much (and 
there is ſome hazard too, as it may happen in the keeping of 4 
I could give a neer gueſs (if you continue your bobbing trade 
how long it would be ere you broke, for I know ſome that 
joyn with you in ſubſcribing, that outwit you there, and being 
alwates ready to helpe vn another at a dead lift, will rather 
then faile, give you a heave too. I adviſe you beware and re- 
member | pt om any one of them buyes a good bargain,and 
lets you have part, let me know it, and lle acknowledge my 
error. 

Well, next you tell the Parliament of their great ſtreights, 
and the cauſe of the Exciſe, they know all this as well as you , 
and I beleeve would not have continued it thus long, had not 
urgent neceſſities of the Commonwealth A it, and all 
this evill is cauſed by turbulent Spirits (God keep you quiet) 
and therefore ſeeing the caſe ſo Lands make à vertue of ne- 
ceſſity, and pay this the Parliaments een Impoſition duely 
and truly, and as your Petition hath it freely and willingly, 
all which your carriage in this buſineſſe declares you doe ? but 

4 how, I leave the World to judge. Indeed your words and 
. deeds feldome agree; ſubmit then to the power, and 
1 threaten 
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Parliament, * Commine el 22 : 
if 


— ee 


— you wit doe Go knowes, but a world o f 
I doe therefore in love — your perſon ad- 
viſe ſubmit to 2 legall — and forbear to lay plar- 
— — ground-works to i le,w hich may doe 
more hurt than ever you did good, and ſo much for 1 3d. 
and 4th. Propoſition or inter jection be it what you pleaſe. 
Now followes wonders, for in your laſt line, I find moſt 
Honorable and Worthy Senators: here's a Title indeed, good 
God keep you in this I fear tis too good to hold ; it is 
not lo e you them in other words, but keepe 
you there, and you hear no more of me, I will ee a leave you 
while you are mind to your realons, and propoſalls ſo 
teall and gaining to the Nation, (this is new with you 
too) which I beleeve hath bot appeared ſo to the Honora- 
ble Committee for regulating the Exciſe by their anſwer to 
your papers and my words (which follow now in writing). for 
I finde not their anſwer in all your therefore I will in- 
ſert it modeſii in mine, to whom, by their wiſdome and ſo- 
lide judgment it more properly belongs, and for ever bid you 
adieu having ſpent 3. whole hours upon your paper this 24th, 
Ofeb. 1650. halfe an hour paſt 12. and reſt your ,wel-wi 


friend, 
Jobs Walker. * 
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Propoſitions made to the grand Commilſzioners 
ofthe Exciſe Anno pom. 1650. Amgu ſecus- 
de libertat. Anglie. | 


Hat till the totall, of ſo much be advan- 
ced , as was the laſt yeare, we the un- 
dertakers will expect no ſallarie. 
2. That to that double which 
we will engage to doe, we ſhall only 
expect 2. s. per pound, and that not our of chat bare 
ſumme , but out of the overplus which ſhall be produ- 
ced above the double. 

3. That whatſoever we bring in to the State or 
Commiſſioners above the double of the laſt years pro- 
duce, we for our extraordinary pains and induſtry in 
it, _—_ a fourth part. 

4. 


* 


there be a reaſonable allowance for under 
Officers as the Commiſſioners ſhall thunke fit. 
Whereby theſe exſuing Benefits will tnevitabiy 
Pare vix. i 
1. To the State a far larger advance of the Exciſe than 
rly. 
2. To the Trade, the great ones ſhall not be, fo 
_ as formerly , enabled to deſtroy the inferior 
ort. 

3. That upon no man whatſoever there ſhall be any 
oppreſſion or injury to him, but a Commutative ju- 
ſtice ſhall flew cqually to all , according to the true 
intcat and mcaning of all former rr 


* 
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3 1 4. TY. 
of Patliamentin that kind provide. 5g 
"a. That norhing ſhall be 1rered in che former Con- 
Ricution by Ordinance and Acts of Parliament, | 
* Theſe Inconveniences will certainly fall upon the al- 
tering of the Exciſe from Soap to the = ay : 

I, Though it may appear to this Honourable Com- 
itee,chat whereas there is great quantities of all ſorts 
of Oyle brought into this Common-wealth, the Ex- 
ciſe whereof may amount to a conſiderable ſum of 
money, in Sweet, Whale, Holland, Train, Newland 
and Picchard Oy les, a great part of all which, are uſed 
for other commodicies, then Soap, as Lamps, Curriors, 

* Wool-combers, Scufte- weavers and Clothizrs , Upon 
all or any of which, it you put a _ Exciſe, you 

ruine the poor, and undoe the Ti ades. 

2. Tallow is uſed for ſeverall uſes then Soap, as 
Curriours, Chandlers, and Shipping , in all which 
there will be far greatcr difficulties in gathering the Ex- 
ciſe, then as it now ſtands. 

3. And for Pot-Aſhes, If you ſhall pur any Addi- 
tional Impoſt upon them, it will much dif. 
the Merchants, prejudice both Cuſtome, 1 
increaſe the poor, decay Sca-men , and Shippi — 
cauſe great quantities of Aſhes to be here at 
home, which in fine, you will finde much prejudiciall 
to this Common-w ; for in making much, 
make bad; and when none was made here, or but few, 
it rendred this Kingdome as then, in a better condition 
then now, when ſo great quantities are made. 


For a further and more ſatisfactorie Anſweri, I humbly offer 
to this honourable Committee theſe eight Queries fol- 
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Eight Queries, preſented to the Ho- 
nourable Committee for Regula- 
ting the Exciſe, Ofober 23: 1650, in 

anſwer the Sope-makers Petition. 


By fobn Walker, 


I Hat it may pleaſe your Honors to ob- 
ſerve, whether in all their long Paper, 
containing ic ſheets cloſe writ , in an- 

— ſwer to our fe lines, if they have pro- 

pounded any thing for the advance of 
the State, and whether there appear not a greater 
meaſure of ſelſe intereſt in their propoſals, — in 
ours? 

*. That your Honors + aro conſider ; — 

i sor ours, tend moſt to che prejudice © 
the CG wealth > Wen 

3. er the altering of the Exciſe, from the 
mfaftory of Sope, unto the Matcrialls or conti- 
nuing of it fat» quo, will moſt advantage the Com- 

_— wealth, in point of Trade, Cuſtome, and Ex- 

cle? * 5. k 

4. Whether they, or we, appear to have put greater 

oppreſſion upon the peopl of this Common-Mealth, 

they in giving to the late King 185. 8d. ye / Barrel, or we 

vrhich ende Our only the duc execution i a _leg{l l- 

policion of 48. 8d. per Barrell, to preſerve a Common 


ealth 


it. IST: N. Cas 

tothe true intent and 'of 
„and Atof Parliament in 

to the intent ao man ſhould be reſtrai- 

ppreſſed, but every maker to pay his 


Aſhes in Town, _ the bare ſuppoſall of alecring ic 
whereby they might 
and be able to underſell, and conſequencly ruine the in- 
feriour ſort, that muſt buy for the tuture ? g 
46. Whether the Eaſt Countrey Merchants did not 
(upon a Petition formerly by theſe men preſented for 
this purpoſe} give a plenarie ſatisfaction co the Houſe 
of Commons, that it might not be laid upon Por- 
N whereby at that time their deſigne was laid 
afide ? : 
7 . Whether that part of their Paper be true or falſe, 
| which D-clarcs,the' Pele, Caſocks, and art ars at Pract, 
whereb (lay they) fore of Aſhes will be imported; 
when it is well to ſome here, that their diſſe· 
rence there is great, and the Wars in thas very place , 
where uſuaily Potaſhes were made; ſo that but te or 
none will come from thence, and {you will ſeem to 
put the Exciſe upon a bare ſhadow, rather than (ub, 
ſtance. wy 84 
8. Whether it will not apharently alter the whole 
Fabrick of your 7 ycars buil ing, when almoit all 
Trades may as juſtly peri-on as theſe mentor altering 
of it from the Manufactory, tu the marerial!, the Clo- 
chice to Wool, the Broad Weaver to Yarn an Haite, 
the Brewers to Malt, the Siik Weaver to $115, od ſo 
you may, ad inſinitum, alter it from che (ſhoulders of 
one 


f 
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„ never N the Som non 
The Anſwer that was returned by the Honouräble 
Committee, whereof Colonel! George I hmp. 
ſom hath the Chair, Oe. 23. 1650, 
682 7 am appointed to delider you the opinion 

of the Committe, iu this baſine fie. Firſt, that they do 
not take notice of any part of your Paper, wherein you de- 
traũ from the propeſers, for we i nd ix them matter of pro- 
fit and advance to the Commonwealth, and mutt ackniw- 
ledge them as good (ommor.wealths men. And to you 1 ſay 
we peruſed your Papers and Acconnts, and find you 
in an error; for here we ſi nd e, that the advance upon the 
Ataterialls, falk ſhort of the Manufaory ) go00 J. and 
and this when we had a free trade from forrai us parts, and 
nom our Seas may be rroubleſome, and ſo not ſo much of 


the materialls come iu, w it is poſsible and proba- 
ble tobe leſſe, and if it fell ſbort by ſo much when Soap 
made lejje then for the future it is lite to doe, when it 15 
doubled ; we ſhall preſent both to the Parliament , and 
leave them to determine, more may be ſaid bat we ſhall 
repeF-+ it to the Houſe. 
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